
                                           S Su F     W Ha  
29. ___  Red-tailed Hawk: b U U U C All 

30. ___  Ferruginous Hawk: - U R U - R/C 

31. ___  Rough-legged Hawk: - C R C C R/C 

32. ___  Golden Eagle: - U R U C     R/

Falcons                              

33. ___  American Kestrel: b C U C R S-C 

34. ___  Merlin: b U U U U S-C 

35. ___  Gryfalcon: - U R U U S-C 

36. ___  Peregrine Falcon: t U R U C S-C 

37. ___  Prairie Falcon: t U U U C S-C 

Cranes                          
38. ___  Sandhill Crane: b C U C - Wt 

Shorebirds    
39. ___  Killdeer: b U U C - Wt 

40. ___  Spotted Sandpiper: b C U U - Wt 

41. ___  Upland Sandpiper: B A U A - S/G 

42. ___  Long-billed Curlew: - U R U - S/G 

43. ___  Wilson’s Snipe: - U R U - S/G 

Pigeons & Doves 
44. ___  Rock Pigeon: b C U C U All 

45. ___  Eurasian Collard-Dove: - R R R R All 

46. ___  Mourning Dove: B A C C R All 

Owls 
47. ___  Eastern Screech Owl: B U R U U P/P 

48. ___  Great Horned Owl: b U U U U R/C 

49. ___  Snowy Owl: - - - - R S/G 

50. ___  Burrowing Owl: - R R R R S/G 

51. ___  Short-eared Owl: - R R R R S/G 

52. ___  Northern Saw-whet Owl:  - - - - R P/P  

Nighthawk  
53. ___  Common Nighthawk: B C U U - S-C 

Swifts 
54. ___  White-throated Swift: b C U C - Wt 

Kingfisher  
55. ___  Belted Kingfisher: t U U U - Wt 

Woodpeckers                   S Su F W Ha 

56. ___  Red-headed Woodpecker: b  -      U      U      U R/C 

57. ___  Downy Woodpecker:  b C U U U R/C 

58. ___  Hairy Woodpecker: b U U U U R/C 

59. ___  Northern Flicker: B A C A C R/C 

Flycatchers 
60. ___  Western Wood-Pewee: b C C C - R/C 

61. ___  Least Flycatcher: b C U U - R/C 

62. ___  Dusky Flycatcher: b U U U - S-C 

63. ___  Say’s Phoebe: b C U U - S-C 

64. ___  Western Kingbird: B U U R - S-C 

65. ___  Eastern Kingbird: B C U U - S-C 

Shrikes 
66. ___  Loggerhead Shrike: b U U R - S-C 

67. ___  Northern Shrike: - - - U C S-C 

Vireos 
68. ___  Plumbeous Vireo: b U U U - R/C 

69. ___  Warbling Vireo: - U R U - R/C 

70. ___  Red-eyed Vireo: - U R U - R/C 

Crows, Ravens, & Jays 
71. ___  Pinyon Jay: b C U C C P/P 

72. ___  Blue Jay: - R R R R All 

73. ___  American Crow: b C U C C All 

74. ___  Common Raven: b C U C C All 

75. ___ Black-billed Magpie:        B     C       C      C       C      All 

Larks 
76. ___  Horned Lark: b C U C U S/G 

Swallows 
77. ___  Tree Swallow: B U U U - R/C 

78. ___  Violet-green Swallow: b C U C - S-C 

79. ___  Northern Rough-winged 

                                             Swallow:   b U U U - S-C 

80. ___  Cliff Swallow: b U U U - S-C 

81. ___  Barn Swallow:  t U U U - S-C 

Chickadees 
82. ___  Black-capped Chickadee:  B C U C C S-C 

 

        

 

          

         Status  : 
 B:  Breeds  
 b:  Probably breeds  
 t: Transient/Migrant 
 

      Season of Occurrence: 

 S: Spring 
 Su: Summer 
 F: Fall 
 W Winter 
 

        Relative Abundance: 

 A: Abundant  (see every trip) 
 C: Common (see most trips) 
 U:  Uncommon (often not seen) 
 R: Rare (not seen every year) 
 

        Habitat (Ha): 

 S/G: Sagebrush/Grasslands 
 R/C: Riparian/Cottonwood Gallery 
 S-C Both S/G & R/C 
 Wt: Wetlands (ponds, river) 
 P/P           Ponderosa Pine 
                  All:  All habitats   
                   

Species in Bold:  Predicted but not observed 

during June-September 2011 & 2012 surveys 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterfowl              S Su F W Ha                
1. ___ Canada Goose:    B A U  A C   Wt  

2. ___ Wood Duck: - C R  C U   Wt 

3. ___ Gadwall: - C R  C U   Wt 

4. ___  American Widgeon: - C R  C U   Wt 

5. ___ Mallard: b A U  A U   Wt 

6. ___ Blue-winged Teal:   - U R U - Wt 

7. ___ Green-winged Teal:   - U R U U Wt 

8. ___ Northern Pintail:   - U R U U Wt 

9.   ___ Bufflehead:   - U R U U Wt 

10. ___ Common Goldeneye:   - U R U U Wt 

11. ___ Hooded Merganser:   - U R U U Wt 

12. ___ Common Merganser:   - U R U U Wt 

Partridge, Grouse 
13. ___ Gray Partridge:   - C R C C S/G 

14. ___ Ring-necked Pheasant: b C U C C S/G 

15. ___ Greater Sage-Grouse: - R R R R S/G 

16. ___ Sharp-tailed Grouse: - C R C C S/G  

17. ___ Wild Turkey: B C U C C S/G  

Cormorant 
18. ___  Double–crested Cormorant: b U U U - Wt 

Pelican   
19. ___ American White Pelican: b U U U - Wt 

Herons  
20. ___ Great Blue Heron: b C U R R All 

Vulture 
21. ___ Turkey Vulture: b - U R C S-C 

Osprey 
22. ___  Osprey:   U R U U All 

Hawks, Eagles 
23. ___  Bald Eagle: t U U U U All 

24. ___  Northern Harrier: b U U U U S/G 

25. ___  Sharp-shinned Hawk: b U U U U  R/C  

26. ___  Cooper’s Hawk: - U R U U R/C 

27. ___  Northern Goshawk: - U R U U S/G 

28. ___  Swainson’s Hawk: - U R U U R/C 

Legend:  

www.ohio-nature.com  

Data based on field observations by Brad Hall June—September 
2011 and 2012.  Predicted species taken from Montana Natural 
Heritage Program database and FWP field observations. 
 

To submit your observations, visit Montana Natural Heritage 
Program http://mtnhp.org/observations.asp or contact the 
Native Species Biologist at (406) 247-2966. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Warblers                          S Su F W Ha 
107. ___  Ovenbird: b R R R - R/C 
108. ___  Orange-crowned Warbler: B C R C - S-C 

109. ___  MacGillivray’s Warbler: - R - U - R/C 

110. ___  Common Yellowthroat:  b C U U - R/C 

111. ___  American Redstart: - R - R - R/C 

112. ___  Yellow Warbler:  b C C U - R/C 

113. ___  Yellow-rumped Warbler:     b      U      U       -       -       R/C 

 

Sparrows & Juncos          
114. ___  Spotted Towhee: b C C C - R/C 

115. ___  American Tree Sparrow:  - - - R C S-C 

116. ___  Chipping Sparrow: b R C R - S-C 

117. ___  Clay-colored Sparrow: b C U U - S/G 

118. ___  Brewer’s Sparrow: b C U U - S/G 

119. ___  Vesper Sparrow: b A U C - S/G 

120. ___  Lark Sparrow: B A A C - S/G 

121. ___  Lark Bunting: b R R - - S/G 

122. ___  Savannah Sparrow: b C U C - S/G 

123. ___  Grasshopper Sparrow: b A U C - S/G 

124. ___  Song Sparrow: b U U U U S/C 

125. ___  Harris’s Sparrow: - U R U U S/C 

126. ___  White-crowned Sparrow: - R - R - S/G 

127. ___ Dark-eyed Junco : b C R U - S/G 

 

Tanagers 
128. ___ Western Tanager: - R - - - R/C 

 

Grosbeaks & Buntings 
129. ___  Black-headed Grosbeak: t U U U - R/C 

130. ___  Lazuli Bunting: b R U R - R/C 

 

Blackbirds   

131. ___  Red-winged Blackbird:  b C U C U R/C 

132. ___  Western Meadowlark: b A A C - S/G 

133. ___  Brewer’s Blackbird:  B C U U - S-C 

134. ___  Common Grackle: t U R U - S/G 

135. ___  Brown-headed Cowbird: b C U U - S/G 

Yellowstone  

Wildlife Management Area 

Bird Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.featheredphotography.com  

Yellowstone River WMA encompasses 3,776 acres with an 

average elevation of 3,200 feet. It is located North and West of 

Pompeys Pillar. Travel 28 miles east of Billings on I-94, take the 

Pompeys Pillar exit 23. Turn northwest onto Highway 312 and 

follow it westward past Pompeys Pillar and turn north onto 

Bundy Road, cross the Yellowstone River and travel up the hill 

for less than a mile. Turn west onto Bozeman Trail and follow it 

for a little more than a mile to the entrance station (gate).  

Vehicles, bicycles, horses, and pack animals allowed only on 

designated open roads except as signed. Foot travel allowed 

throughout WMA.  Open for day use year around 

Cautions— Rattlesnakes are present 

For more information contact:  

 

 

 
 

2300 Lake Elmo Drive 

Billings, MT 59105 

(406) 247-2940 

fwprg52@mt.gov 

Nuthatches & Creepers          S Su  F W   Ha 
83. ___  Red-breasted Nuthatch:  b U  U U U P/P 

84. ___  White-breasted Nuthatch:    b R U R R P/P 

 

Wrens   
85. ___  Rock Wren:   B C U - -  Wt 

86. ___  Canyon Wren:  b R R R R  Wt 

87. ___  House Wren:   B A A A -  S-C 

 

Bluebirds & Thrushes 
88. ___  Mountain Bluebird:   b C C C -  R/C 

89. ___  Townsend’s Solitaire:   - U R U U R/C 

90. ___  Veery:   - - - - -  R/C 

91. ___  Swainson’s Thrush:  b U - U -  R/C 

92. ___  Hermit Thrush:   - C R C R S-C 

93. ___  American Robin:   b A C A A S-C 

 

Mocking Birds & Thrashers  
94. ___  Gray Catbird:   b C U C -  R/C 

95. ___  Brown Thrasher:   b C U U -  R/C 

 

Starlings 
96. ___ European Starling:   b C U C U All 

 

Pipits 
97. ___  Sprague’s Pipit:  b R R R -  S/G 

 

Waxwings  
98. ___  Bohemian Waxwing:   - - - - U R/C 

99. ___  Cedar Waxwing:   B  A U   A C S-C 

 

Longspurs & Snowbuntings 
100. ___  Lapland Longspur:    - U R   U -  R/C 

101. ___  Chestnut-collard Longspur: - C R   C  - S-C 

102. ___  McCown’s Longspur:   - R -   U -  R/C 

103. ___  Snow Bunting:   - C R   C -  R/C 

104. ___ Yellow-rumped Warbler:   t C U  C -  R/C 

105. ___  Wilson’s Warbler:   - R - R - R/C 

106. ___  Yellow-breasted Chat:   b R U R - R/C 

 

  

 

 

Orioles                              S Su F W Ha 
136. ___  Bullock’s Oriole: b U U R - R/C 

137. ___    Orchard Oriole:          b      U       -       -        -       R/C 

   

 Finches & Old World Sparrows 
138. ___  House Finch: - U R U U S-C 

139. ___  Red Crossbill: b - U R R S-C 

140. ___  Common Redpoll: - - - R U S-C 

141. ___  Pine Siskin: - - - R U S-C 

142. ___  American Goldfinch: b C U C U S-C 
143. ___  Evening Grosbeak: - C R C U S-C 
144. ___  House Sparrow: b C R C U S-C 
                            

                              Field Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brochure Designed by                      Edited by 
             Gary D. Swant                                      Kirsten McKenna 

         GoBirdMontana, LLC                          Intern,  Montana FWP July, 2015                                                        

mailto:fwprg42@mt.gov

